God's Master Plan Bible Study

Lesson 30 – Grace – The Revival In Samaria

God's Master Plan #30 – The Revival In Samaria


We have seen how that the most important result of the increasing persecution upon the early apostolic church that came as a result of the death of Stephen was that the Jewish believers began to leave Judea and spread throughout the world, preaching the message of the Gospel of Christ as they went.  Jesus had commanded that His disciples wait in Jerusalem until they had received the Holy Spirit, and then they were to go into Judea and then Samaria and then throughout the entire earth preaching the good news of His death, burial, and resurrection.  The disciples did not obey this command at first, and only after the opposition in Jerusalem became deadly did they begin to fulfill the final words of Christ completely. 

Acts 8:5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 

This Philip was one of the Grecian evangelists that had been elected along with Stephen and the others to serve in the widow ministry
.  As he fled the persecution in Judea, he decided to go to the Samaritans and preach about Jesus.  The Samaritans were a mixed race of Jewish and Gentiles that resulted from the conquest of the Assyrians in the Old Testament times; when the Assyrians would conquer a foreign nation, they would transport the majority of the natives to another, distant conquered land and bring foreigners in to replace them.  When these Gentile people intermarried with the Jews that had remained behind, a new fused culture was formed and a unique race of people produced.  The Jewish people of Judea and Galilee were very prejudiced against the Samaritans because they took great pride in their genealogical lines tracing back to Abraham.  Therefore the Samaritans were despised by the Jews and were not allowed access to the temple in Jerusalem or to participate in any of the Mosaic festivals as commanded by God.  

None of this bothered Philip and he freely broke the cultural barrier and began preaching to the Samaritans.  And, in doing so, he followed in Jesus’ footsteps when Jesus had passed through Samaria and preached to the cities there
.  While the twelve apostles at first stayed in Jerusalem and did not go anywhere else but to the Jews, and whereas the other believers fled to predominantly Jewish areas and only preached to the Jews, Philip took Jesus at His Word and decided to preach in Samaria to see what would happen.            

Acts 8:6-8 The crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs which he was performing. 7 For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 So there was much rejoicing in that city. 

The response to Philip preaching about Jesus Christ was incredible!  Whereas the Jewish crowds in Jerusalem had closed their minds and hearts to the gospel, the Samaritans “with one accord were giving attention” to it.  And as they responded in faith, God began to do great miracles and deliverances through the ministry of Philip.  

Jesus, Himself, had prophesied that such a great revival would come to Samaria and had planted the seeds of that revival, Himself.  It is important to remember that although the fourth chapter of John details a tremendous reception to the teaching of Jesus Christ by the Samaritans, none of the Samaritans actually received the “living water” of the Holy Spirit, because the Spirit of God was not poured out on believers until after Jesus had died, been buried, and risen again
.  Jesus planted the seeds and it should have been the disciples that were with Him in Samaria that would come back to preach and reap the harvest here.  And yet not one of the twelve took the first step toward the Samaritans and we will see later that all twelve had some prejudiced views that had to change in order for God’s perfect will to be done.  It took Philip, a Grecian evangelist appointed by the twelve, to break that barrier in the apostolic church!    

Acts 8:9-11 Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the city and astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great; 10 and they all, from smallest to greatest, were giving attention to him, saying, " This man is what is called the Great Power of God." 11 And they were giving him attention because he had for a long time astonished them with his magic arts. 

Among the Samaritans was a sorcerer named Simon who had through trickery and sleight of hand convinced the people that he was some great person.  But when Philip came to town, the people began to realize that Philip was tapped into a power greater and mightier than that of Simon.  Indeed, Simon himself began to realize this.

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. 

When the people heard the preaching of Philip they were being baptized in water.  Notice that Philip was preaching “the good news about the kingdom of God” or the “Gospel” and “the name of Jesus Christ!”  As they heard about the power available in the name of Jesus, they wanted to be baptized.  

Acts 8:13 Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed. 

Even Simon believed the message about Jesus and was baptized by Philip.  Simon then followed the preacher everywhere Philip traveled, constantly observing the miracles and wonders that were taking place.  

Acts 8:14-16 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

There are several separate points to be learned from these verses.  First, notice that when the disciples in Jerusalem heard about the great revival that Philip was having in Samaria, then Peter and John came to Samaria.  In reality, the twelve disciples should have been the first ones to go to fulfill Jesus’ work three years earlier.  When Peter and John got to Samaria, they began to pray for the people to receive the Holy Spirit, because they had not yet received the Holy Spirit.  Why not?  Some people have tried to say that only the original twelve disciples could pray for people to receive the Holy Spirit, but that is not true, because, as we will see, later Paul and Barnabas both had people receive the Holy Spirit under their ministry.  God did not allow His Spirit to fall in order to get Peter and John out of Jerusalem and into Samaria.  The original twelve disciples were still not obeying Jesus’ command to be witnesses “even to the remotest part of the earth.”  As we will see later, this was not the last time that God used radical means to get Peter and the Apostles out of their “Jewish only” rut.  

Second, notice how that Philip baptized the Samaritans, only “in the name of the Lord Jesus.”  This is the only way anybody was baptized in scripture after Jesus came.  Calling out the titles of “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” would not begin until three centuries after the apostles had been killed!  Even today, if you want to be baptized as the scripture commands, you need to be baptized “in the name of the Lord Jesus!”    

Third, notice that the scriptures clearly state that the Samaritans had believed on Jesus Christ and had even been baptized in the name of Jesus, yet they had not received the Holy Spirit!  Some people today teach that a person receives the Holy Spirit automatically when one believes and there is no outward evidence of the inward event.  Others teach that people automatically receive God’s Spirit in a similar way when they are baptized in water.  These passages of scripture show that both of those teachings are false.  The Samaritans had believed and been baptized and still had need to receive the Holy Spirit!  If simply believing is receiving the Holy Spirit or being baptized in water is the same as receiving the Holy Spirit, then why would Peter and John have to come and pray for them to receive the Holy Spirit which they had not yet received?

Acts 8:17-19 Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, "Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 

When Peter and John laid their hands upon the Samaritans, they then received the Holy Ghost.  The term “laying their hands on them” refers to the simple act of lightly placing one’s hand upon another’s head.  The act itself has no power but simply helps a person to focus their faith to receive something from God right then.  In a similar way, Jesus frequently touched the ones that He healed and cured.  The laying on of hands is not necessarily a requirement for someone to receive the Holy Ghost as we will see in later cases.  Also there was no one laying hands upon the 120 on the Day of Pentecost, and they probably did not in turn lay their hands on every individual of the thousands that received the Spirit later that day.  

There are two separate lessons to note from these verses.  First, Simon himself did not receive the Holy Spirit or even pray for it, but he – an ordinary human being – could plainly see that the invisible Spirit of God was received by the Samaritans when Peter and John prayed for them.  And when Simon saw this miracle, it was much different and greater than all of the other signs and wonders that had been performed because it so impressed Simon that he offered to buy with money the ability to give the gift of the Holy Spirit – something that he had not been willing to do when he saw the blind eyes opened and the devils cast out.  What was it that Simon saw?  Although it is not actually stated in the text, it is obvious that Simon saw people receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues, and then saw the resulting joy that came from that experience.  Just as the 120 had received the Holy Spirit with the supernatural utterance of a language that they had never studied or learned, so did the Samaritans.  As we continue throughout the book of Acts, we will find that in every individual case of conversion detailed in the early apostolic church, they all received the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues!  The tongues are not the Holy Spirit, but rather the “sound” prophesied by Jesus and the cry of the new life of the second birth of being born again.  As a person receives the Spirit of God into their life and yields completely to His will, that Spirit takes control of their tongues and give a physical sign of the inward event that others around can “see.”  

Second, it was obvious that although great signs and wonders were done by Philip before the Samaritans received the Holy Spirit, that there was a unique sign that accompanied receiving the Holy Spirit.  Throughout scripture, we will see that that unique sign is tongues.  People may dance and cry and rejoice and prophesy or testify or glorify God when they receive the Spirit of God, but they always, first, speak in other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance!  Other signs may accompany the sound of the Spirit, but the tongues are the unique sign chosen by God that accompanies the infilling of His Spirit!  As Simon realized, it is a much greater miracle than blinded eyes being opened or devils being cast out!      

Acts 8:20-21 But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 "You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 

Peter rebuked Simon when he offered money to buy the Holy Spirit.  The problem was that Simon wanted the power without submitting to God’s will and receiving it for himself.  Until that changed, and Simon got his motives right with God and received the experience for himself, God would not honor his request.  

Acts 8:22-24 "Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 "For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity." 24 But Simon answered and said, " Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have said may come upon me." 

Simon’s doctrine was extremely wrong because God was not wanting Peter to pray for his forgiveness, but rather Simon himself should have prayed the prayer of repentance.  Even today, it is not the will of God for us to go to another minister or person to pray for us, but rather we must approach God directly through our own prayers.  

Even more interesting is the words that Peter spoke to Simon:  “you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.”  He had just told him that “your heart is not right before God.”  Glancing back to verse 13 of this chapter, we find that Simon had believed in Jesus and been baptized in the name of Jesus, yet still was not right with God!  Obviously just believing in itself does not save and just going as far as baptism does not make someone right with God:  they must receive the Holy Spirit!
    

Acts 8:25 So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. 

After praying for the Samaritan people to receive the Holy Spirit where Philip had been preaching, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, but stopped by many villages of the Samaritans and preached on the way.  God had finally somewhat got them out of their “Jewish only” doctrine.  

Acts 8:26 But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, "Get up and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza." ( This is a desert road.) 

Meanwhile, the Spirit of God spoke to Philip and commanded him to leave Samaria and go far south of Jerusalem to a desert road in the middle of no civilization.  To man’s way of thinking this commandment was absurd:  why leave a thriving harvest of souls to go alone in the middle of the desert?  Thankfully, Philip did not follow common sense, but instead obeyed what God had commanded.  

Acts 8:27-28 So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 

As Philip traveled into the desert, he saw a man of great authority and rank traveling from Jerusalem to Ethiopia in a chariot
.  The man was one of the caretakers of the queen of the Ethiopians and was reading the Book of Isaiah.  Many number-hungry people forget the worth of one soul, but here, God interrupted the revival in Samaria to respond to one, hungry person in the desert
.
  

Acts 8:29-31 Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot." 30 Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31 And he said, "Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

The chariot was obviously moving, for when the Spirit directed Philip to join the Ethiopian, he had to run to catch up.  The reason that God had been able to use Philip to reach out first to the Samaritans becomes increasingly clear:  Philip had no qualms about approaching or reaching out to someone of another race, class, or culture!  Peter and John ran to see if the tomb was really empty as Mary said it was
 and yet were slow to respond to the souls in Samaria.  Philip accepted the story of the resurrection second hand and then ran to reach one soul even though the soul was of a different cultural background and economic class!  Has doubt or comfort slowed you down spiritually?  Maybe you are not running after the direction of the Spirit!

Philip asked the Ethiopian is he understood what He was reading.  The Ethiopian did not and invited Philip to ride with him and explain:

Acts 8:32-33 Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: "HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. 33 "IN HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL RELATE HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE EARTH." 

The Ethiopian’s scroll was open to Isaiah 53:7-8 and it is a fantastic Messianic prophecy where the prophet foretold some of the events of Jesus’ trial and crucifixion centuries before Christ was born!  

Acts 8:34-35 The eunuch answered Philip and said, "Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else?" 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. 

Philip used this verse of scripture as a springboard and began to go throughout all of the scripture and “preached Jesus” to the Ethiopian!  We are not told the exact words of Philip’s sermon, but no doubt it was the same message that he had preached to the Samaritans and had heard Peter preach several times.    

Acts 8:36-37 As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?" 37 And Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 

Obviously, Philip’s message included the importance of water baptism because when the eunuch saw an oasis of water, he excitedly asked to be baptized
.  

Acts 8:38 And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 

Notice that both Philip and the eunuch “went down ... into the water.”  Some teach that sprinkling is an acceptable form of baptism, but Philip and the eunuch went into the water.  In similar manner, after Jesus was baptized, He came “out of the water.”  Sprinkling for baptism is never mentioned in scripture and if the eunuch was sprinkled, then why not just stand on the bank?  The Greek word for “baptize” is baptizo which means “to completely immerse” or “to fully bury” thus the only scriptural and apostolic way to baptize is by complete immersion in water in the name of Jesus!

Acts 8:39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing.

After coming up out of the water, a tremendous miracle took place:  the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip and he vanished from the eunuch’s sight.  The eunuch went on his way rejoicing and very much a changed man.  The mighty present-day Ethiopian revival where millions have received the Holy Spirit as on the Day of Pentecost can find its roots in this conversion and in the prophecies about Ethiopia in Psalm 68:31.  

Acts 8:40-9:1 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.

Philip was later found over thirty miles away in the town of Azotus still preaching about Jesus!  Philip then worked his way up the coast preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ until he came to the town of Caesarea.  Here on the western coastland of Palestine, he obviously settled because when the apostle Paul later traveled to Caesarea, he visited the house of Philip there and met Philip’s four unmarried daughters who were prophetesses
.

The Revival in Samaria and the subsequent conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch are important illustrations of several points of truth.

1. The Holy Spirit was not poured out until after Jesus was “glorified,” that is, until after Jesus was resurrected (John 7:37-39 and John 4 with Acts 8).

2. The infilling of the Holy Spirit was not for Jews only, and not for only those present on the Day of Pentecost.

3. Just believing in Jesus Christ does not automatically bring the infilling of the Holy Spirit nor complete salvation.

4. Just being baptized in water does not automatically bring the infilling of the Holy Spirit nor complete salvation.

5. The infilling of the Spirit brings a powerful change in one’s life including the acquiring of Godly joy!

6. The only way to be baptized is “in the name of Jesus,” and not “in the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost.”

7. The emphasis of a preacher’s sermon and a believer’s witness should be “on the name of Jesus.”

8. The only biblical method of baptism is by complete immersion in water by a believer that is old enough to believe on Jesus Christ for themselves.

9. One hungry soul is worth whatever trouble it takes to reach them!

10. Even the less descriptive passages of scripture prove that speaking in tongues always accompanied the infilling of the Holy Spirit.

11. Prejudice against different cultures, race, or economic class has no place in an apostolic church.

� The Philip that was a part of the twelve stayed at first in Jerusalem with the other apostles.  


� See John chapter 4 and God’s Master Plan Bible Study #11.


� See John 7:37-39.


� You may feel like you are in a spiritual dry place, but if you are hungry for the things of God, He will respond!  That is why Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount:  “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6).  


� See John 20:4


� See Acts 21:8-9.





Endnotes





� A couple of closing thoughts about Simon and the revival of Samaria are in order before we move on to Philip and the Eunuch.  Many people have confused the tongues that accompany the infilling of the Holy Ghost with the Gift of Tongues and Interpretation in I Corinthians chapters 12-14.  Notice that Peter, speaking about the infilling of the Holy Spirit, called it the “gift of God.”  That is, the Holy Ghost is the gift of God referred to here and not the tongues!  Peter went on to explain that he called the Holy Ghost a gift because it cannot be purchased with money.  In fact, God wants something money cannot buy, a person’s whole heart, mind, and soul.  In I Corinthians chapter 12-14, Paul talks about the Gifts of the Spirit.  He is writing to an established church who have already received the Gift of the Holy Ghost.  Tongues and interpretation are one of the Gifts of the Spirit.  To have genuinely received the Gift of the Spirit, a person must have first received the Spirit!  Every time in scripture that a person received the Holy Spirit it was accompanied by speaking in tongues!





Some people today have tried to discredit speaking in tongues by saying that they are of the devil.  But notice in this scripture, Peter and John were praying for people to receive the Holy Spirit while the Sorcerer wished that he had the power.  The tongues were following the ministries of the true men of God, not the Sorcerer!  Satan does diabolically copy every aspect of truth, so it is possible for evil tongues to exist, however, a person will never receive false tongues while calling upon the name of Jesus!  Satan will also never encourage someone to worship the name of Jesus, or to get a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  Conversely, if a church ever forbids the use of the name of Jesus, run because they are removing the safe guard of the Spirit!  There is power in the name of Jesus!





We are not told in scripture the outcome of Simon the Sorcerer or whether or not he ever received the Holy Spirit.  One source, the Codex Bezae and later Syrian scrips, have Simon repenting and coming to an acknowledgment of the truth.  Most other early church traditions have Simon growing worse and worse and moving to Rome where he through great sorceries convinced the city that he was great until Paul came and opposed him miraculously.  Such stories are simply legends and can not be given much creditability.  Let us hope that Simon truly repented and received the Spirit of God for himself.  


    


� Technically speaking, a “eunuch” was a man who had been castrated as to be able to take care of the queen and female royalty without being tempted sexually.  However, by this time in history, such a term had evolved to simply refer to a position of authority and did not necessarily mean that the man had been castrated.  History records that many men fulfilled these positions in Ethiopia while fathering families with their wives.  Here, the term should be defined to emphasize power and prestige, and obviously this man was very important and influential in Ethiopia being in charge of the queen’s “treasury.”  





� There might be more to the story here than we are told.  There is quite a bit of historical evidence to indicate that the Queen of Sheba – whose journey to see king Solomon’s splendor is detailed in scripture in 1 Kings chapter 10 and 2 Chronicles chapter 9, and possibly prophesied in Psalms 45 – returned home to “the south” and instituted worship of Jehovah God in her lands.  The lands to the south referred to in scripture mean the lands south of Egypt in the African peninsula and this would have included Ethiopia.  That this eunuch in Acts 8 was already a believer is evidence that he was returning from a trip to “come to Jerusalem to worship” and owned a copy of the scroll of Isaiah.  It is very likely that this man knew and worshiped the Jehovah God of Israel because of a tradition passed on by an ancient queen who received the revelation and knowledge of Israel’s god through her visit with king Solomon!  It is also possible that the 45th Psalm is written from the perspective of the Queen of Sheba and the final verse is a testament to her conversion to Judaism (see Psalms 45:17).





Some historical traditions allude to a physical relationship between the Queen of Sheba and Solomon so that his offspring eventually ruled Ethiopia.  It is hard to say how true this legend is, but we do know that Solomon was well known for marrying and being intimate with foreign princesses, and the fact that the scripture mentions only the queen seems to indicate that there was not a husband in her life, nor an heir (because if she had a son, then in the culture of the times, he would have likely been ruler instead of she).  It is therefore possible – but not provable – that King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba entered into a political marriage and the consummation of that agreement produced a son.  At any rate, there seems to be some connection between Judaism of old and the southern African tribes of Ethiopia, and wherever the seed of truth came from, it found its fruition in Philip’s account of preaching to the eunuch in the eighth chapter of Acts.  





� When the Ethiopian asked to be baptized, Philip told him “if you believe you may.”  Water Baptism was only available to those who could believe for themselves.  This echoes Jesus’ command in Mark 16:16 that “he who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved.”  Water Baptism is only valid if the person being baptism can believe for themselves in Jesus Christ.  This is why there are no infants ever baptized in scripture and we should not baptize infants – an infant is not yet of an age where they can believe in Jesus first!  Infant baptism is an errant tradition began by the Catholic church hundreds of years after the age of the apostles.   
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